BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY

NATIVE GROWTH
PROTECTION AREA’S
City of Sultan Washington
Here in the City of Sultan, we all care
about our environment. We live, work
and play within a fragile ecosystem.

NATIVE
GROWTH

Throughout our community, we have a
number of areas that have been
identified as environmentally sensitive, or
“Native Growth Protection Area” or
NGPA. A NGPA performs a variety of

PROTECTION

valuable and beneficial biological and
physical functions that benefit the
environment, the City and its residents.
Alteration of NGPA’s, and the areas that
are in close proximity to these sensitive
features, can threaten public safety or
the environment if not done with the
right approach and proper care.
Therefore, the City works hard to
regulate and protect these natural

Your Mayor and
City Council are working
hard to protect and improve our
environment. We hope you
will join us as partners in

resources, but we need your help.

City of Sultan
319 Main Street, Suite 200
PO Box 1199
Sultan WA 98294
Phone: 360.793.2231
Fax: 360.793.3344
E-mail: Cityhall@ci.sultan.wa.us

AREAS
ENVIRONMENTALLY
SENSITIVE AREAS
AND YOUR
COMMUNITY

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

WHAT CAN I DO TO HELP?

Wet Lands and Streams

Before starting any projects on your property or activities

maintain the quality of

that involve ground disturbance or the removal of

our water, provide fish
and wildlife habitats.

vegetation check with the City. City staff members are an
excellent resource and can assist you with determining
whether a critical area may be located on or near your
property, and if so, provide information on how you can
help protect this area. We want to work together to

Wildlife Habitats provide
important access to

HOW DOES THIS AFFECT YOU?

food, cover, breeding

accomplish your goals while preserving our precious
natural resources. While it may limit what can be done on
your property, this review will ensure you maintain
compliance and avoid potentially expensive actions to

and nesting area for fish

restore unauthorized work. We are committed to working

and other wildlife.

together to come up with alternatives or options that can

Because of the technical nature of identifying

be approved.

critical areas, property owners may not realize
they have one or more type of Native Growth
Protection Area’s on or adjacent to their property.
Additionally, many may not be aware of
regulations, which need to be considered before
making changes. Many times the City of Sultan

If you observe activity that you are concerned about,

Geological Hazards are

please contact Sultan Code Enforcement at 360.793.2231.

areas that pose a risk of

Our Code Enforcement Officers can investigate the

landslide, erosion,

concern and work to address the situation if needed. It is

earthquakes or volcanic

important that you provide the address in question, the

activity

Planning Department assists in identifying and

review, projects are evaluated for compliance with
standards for critical areas.

info so that we can discuss concerns or obtain additional
information.

understanding regulations because the owner has
applied for a development permit. During permit

specific activity or potential violation, and your contact

Floodplains help store
and transport flood

Our Code Enforcement Officers work in partnership with
community members to promote and maintain the
minimum standards established by city code. We take

and storm water.

pride in knowing that together, through our efforts, we

The Sultan Municipal Code outlines a sequence of

Allows for the deep

will maintain property values, improve the quality of our

steps during site development to protect critical

drainage of ground

neighborhoods, and preserve Sultan as a city we are

areas. These include avoiding impacts to NGPA’s

water.

proud to call home.

on the property; minimizing impacts to critical
areas that cannot be avoided as a result of
development; and mitigating for the impacts
which may occur on the site.

Steep slopes are areas
that have a high or very
high risk of landslide.

Sultan Municipal Code 17.10 provides the majority of
standards and procedures that apply to critical areas
while accommodating the rights of property owners to
use their property in a reasonable manner.

